DECEMBER

PROGRAM CHALLENGE
NEWS
1st Grade
First graders are continuing to incorporate Legos into their learning.
We are solving word problems about Legos, solving Lego STEM
challenges, writing about our created Lego characters, and turning
that writing into stop motion animation movies.
First graders are completing research to learn about robots. They
are also continuing to program their robots. They have also used art
to create robots. Students will also complete a STEM project to
create their own robot.

2nd Grade
Students have been learning about physical changes. They are
participating in various experiments and research to identify the
properties of physical changes. Based on the results of their
experiments students will participate in a STEM activity to
demonstrate an understanding of physical changes.

The second grade zoologists are finishing their imaginative narrative
of the history of Zoo Atlanta. They are researching their chosen
animal from Zoo Atlanta and presenting that information via Google
Tour Builder. They are also learning about latitude and longitude as
a way of locating points on a map.

3rd Grade
Students continue to learn about Statistics and Probability. Students
are using the information learned to create and design their own
game. After creating their game students will test their game to
determine if their game is fair based on probability. Students also
created an interactive book to teach others about statistics and
probability.
Third graders visited the Map Dot Escape escape room in Griffin this
month for a field trip. They put their critical thinking, collaboration,
communication, and creativity to the test as they tried to “escape”
before the clock ran out of time. At the end of the unit, students will
present their created BreakoutEDU games to each other and allow
their classmates to complete the tasks.
The Mindstorm NXT challenges have been successful as the third
grade students have programmed the robots. The addition of the
LEGO EV3s and the Space Challenge will encourage even more
critical thinking. The students have used engaging informative
writing strategies to tell about their adventures.

4th & 5th Grade
Two new groups of students are learning to build Android apps. The
students are also researching how technology has changed over the
years. They will begin soon creating commercials to share their
apps with others.
The fourth and fifth grade students have collaborated together to
create scripts to present their long-term problems. They are
beginning to create props and sets and will soon be ready to
perform. Also, perseverance has been evident as the students write
an informative piece to share the Odyssey of the Mind experience.
Two new groups of students are learning all about conductive items,
non conductive items, open and closed circuits while being creative
with the Makey Makey. Their inventions will soon be presented to
their classmates.

