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1st Grade
First graders continue to use their problem solving and
critical thinking skills to investigate evidence of a fictional
mystery, “Who Borrowed Mr. Bear.” Students are using
forensics to test various pieces of evidence found at the
scene, such as fingerprints and shoe prints, to help solve the
mystery.
First graders are writing a narrative story with a setting,
characters, beginning, middle, and ending. They are
working to add great details to make it an engaging story.
Then, they will design a set made out of Legos and create a
stop motion animation movie to tell their story.

2nd Grade
Students have explored hand lenses, microscopes, pipettes,
and graduated cylinders. They are using these scientific
tools to experiment with different states of matter. Students
are participating in various hands on experiments involving
the properties and states of matter.

3rd Grade
Third grade students are learning about theoretical and experimental
probability, finding the mean of a given set of data and using what they
know to participate and create various activities that relate to
probability. Students are working to practice narrative writing through
their experiences in makerspace. Using the engineering design
process, students are designing their own video games.
Third graders are in the process of collaborating with their peers to
design and create a digital BreakoutEDU game that incorporates third
grade standards. At the end of the unit, other students in class will try
to “break out” of their game by solving all of the riddles and puzzles.
The systems of the body have been explored. Teams are becoming
experts and will teach other groups about their system. This
information will be important as students compare the systems of
humans to the systems of frogs.

4th & 5th Grade
Odyssey of the Mind teams have been creating long-term
problems, team names and logos. Long-term problems are
written to provide just enough guidance to solve the problem
without limiting creativity used in creating solutions. Students
have begun the process of deconstructing and determining
various solutions to solve the problem. Teams are working
collaboratively to create sets and identify roles and
responsibilities of each team member. Narrative writing skills
are being utilized to write scripts.
This month, students in this class wore many hats. They were
weather reporters, actors in a commercial, and recorded
themselves answering job interview questions. They are
learning to use poise, be bold, and have confidence as they
use their soft skills and think on their feet. Students are also
practicing giving constructive feedback to their peers. They are
getting ready for Program Challenge’s first Great Griffin Shake
Competition in December!

Students are working hard to learn about our judicial
system. Students have been busy preparing cases to
present in our classroom courtroom. Students are
learning about the various roles in the courtroom.
Each week, students keep track of the cases
presented in their interactive legal notebook.

The City Shapers are well on the way to solving
a problem right here at Program Challenge.
They have begun using descriptive detail to
create an engaging narrative for the problem.
Also, the teams are learning to work together
and discover programming basics.

