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Program Challenge News
First Grade

Second Grade

Students have been introduced to their Lego
STEM unit. They were challenged to create a
maze out of Legos, a base plate, and a marble.
The creations and student presentations were
all very interesting and unique. They also
solved several math Lego word problems.
Students persevered and challenged
themselves to show different types of
strategies to solve the problems. Next, they
will begin to brainstorm ideas for a stop motion
animation movie they will write the script for
and film.
Students were introduced to robots. Students
had the opportunity to become human robots
and classmates program them to complete
tasks. Through this, students learned the
importance of having detailed instructions.
Students began programing their first robots.
Students designed a maze for their robot to
follow.

The second grade zoologists are continuing
their imaginative narrative of the history of
Zoo Atlanta. They just began exploring
Google Tour Builder as a way to share the
story of the animal they are choosing to
study.
Students have been studying the famous
artist, Roy Lichtenstein. He is known for
using benday dots in his artwork. Students
used benday dots to represent each state
of matter through art and creativity.
Students have also have learned the
structure and function of atoms.

Third Grade

Students analyzed baseball data. Students used the data to make
predictions about the World Series. They have participated in various
activities and experiments to find the mean, median, mode, and range
of a given set of data. Students have begun to use informational
writing to make connections about their learning experiences in
makerspace and coding.
A new group of 3rd grade students have started their BreakoutEDU
unit. They were able to have a Google Hangout with the founder of
BreakoutEDU, James Sanders. Students interviewed him based on
questions they prepared in advance and were able to learn so much
more about BreakoutEDU from the person who knows it best. Mr.
Sanders was impressed with the students’ questions and
accomplishments during the unit. Students are completing a physical
Breakout each week, a digital Breakout each week, and beginning to
work on writing their own BreakoutEDU task that incorporates priority
standards.
The new League of Learners has begun building their Mindstorm
NXTs and will soon be programming. Informative writing is practiced
every week as more is learned about FIRST LEGO League.

Fourth & Fifth Grade
Long-term problems have been selected and teams
have been formed. Students will soon be writing a script
to present their team solution to the problem.
Information writing is practiced every week as the
students use strategies of good informative writers.
Students have continued to create Android apps.
Students have also researched and analyzed
technology use over the years. After researching the
top technology of the 90’s, students developed their
own top technology list and developed a persuasive
presentation.

Students compared/contrasted a video and an article
about Makey Makey. They learned what conductive
and non conductive materials are by exploring with the
Makey Makey. They researched ideas and decided on
their own invention to create using the Makey Makey
and presented it to the class.

